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Tool #1: Simile  

 

 

Definition: A simile is a 

comparison of two things that 

are not similar, using the 

words “like or as”. 

 

Examples:  

 
His dog is as brave as a lion. 

 

The clouds are like gray umbrellas. 

 

 

 



Tool #2: Metaphor  

 

 

Definition: A metaphor is a 

comparison of two things that 

are not similar (not using the 

words like or as). 

 

Examples:  

 
His hair is wet hay. 

 

The snowflakes are disguised 

demons. 

 

 



Tool #3: Alliteration  

 

 

Definition: Alliteration is the 

repetition of the same sound 

at the beginning of most 

words in a line of poetry.   

 

Examples:  

 
The creepy cat crawled across the 

carpet, keeping still. 

 

Sad silhouettes slumped over at 

Sally’s sodden grave. 

 



Tool #4: Onomatopoeia   

 

Definition: Onomatopoeia is 

a word that mimics the sound 

of the thing it is referring to. 

 

Examples:  

 
The campfire’s crackle echoed off 

the trees. 

 

Stones plopped into the water from 

the young boy’s hand. 

 

Pipes clanked onto the plumbing 

supply store’s greasy floor.  

 



Tool #5: Personification   

 

Definition: Personification is 

giving human qualities to an 

object or animal. 

 

Examples:  

 
The bees discussed their hard day’s 

work at the hive’s water cooler.   

 

Brand new cars slept under the roof 

while the used cars slept under the 

stars. 

 

  

 



Tool #6: Consonance 

 

Definition: Consonance is 

the repetition of consonants 

in a line of poetry, especially 

at the end of words.  

 

Examples:  

 
She looked at the meat but did not 

want to put it on her plate.  

 

Cam was glum he could not play 

his game, but he tried to stay calm. 

 

 



Tool #7: Assonance 

 

Definition: Assonance is the 

repetition of vowel sounds in 

the line of a poem.   

 

Examples:  

 
The fake friends would not end 

their pretend behavior. 

 

The room needed more than a 

broom because its mess was about 

to go boom out the windows. 

 

 



Tool #8: Rhythm  

 

Definition: Rhythm is a 

pattern of sounds created by 

accented and unaccented 

syllables in a line of a poem. 

 

Examples:  

 
my BROther LOVED his 

BASEball AND my SISter 

LOVED her HAIR   

 

the GRASSlands LOST their 

GREENish COlor 
 

 

(The bold and capitalized letters are accentuated syllables.) 



Tool #9: Repetition 

 

Definition: Repetition in 

poetry is using the same 

word, phrase or line two or 

more times in a poem. 

 

Examples:  
 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. (Robert Frost) 

 

To the swinging and the ringing 

Of the bells, bells, bells –  

Of the bells, bells, bells, bells 

Bells, bells, bells –  

To the rhyming and the chiming of the bells! (Edgar Allan Poe) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tool #10: Stanzas  

 

Definition: Stanzas in a 

poem are lines separated by 

spaces, often dividing subject 

matter in a poem. 
 

Examples: 
 
apple blossom  
bumblebee 
zooming through  
the blooming tree 
 
stopping by  
and sipping fast 
as long as  
pinkish petals last 
 
your busy body  
humbles me 
while I whittle  
poetry 
 
pollinating plants  
and flowers 
captivates my words  
for hours   


